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On Tuesday morning, about 25 Green-
peace activists from Canada, the US 
and France fully shut down operations 
at a mine in Fort McMurray, Alberta, 
for several hours to send a message to 
governments to cease development of 
oil sands for oil production.

The activists, which included four 
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Royal Shell, commonly known as Shell, 
Albian Sands open pit mine at around 
8:30am Alberta time Tuesday morn-
ing. The mine produces 155,000 bar-
rels of oil a day. The students remained 
at the site for about 30 hours before 
being escorted off the premises.

The UBC students who participated 
in the protest were fourth-year psychol-
ogy student Jeff Harrison, third-year 
political science student Andrea Mac-
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Tim Garner and second-year MFA cre-
ative writing student Christine Leclerc.

Leclerc talked to The Ubyssey yester-
day afternoon while on site.

“We’ve been here since this morn-
ing and basically we have a blockade 
of pickup trucks,” she said. “Activists 
for most of the day blocked two pickup 

trucks. As well, we were able to board a 
...two-storey dump truck and a tractor 
that looks to be about thee stories high. 
We have activists on that as well.”

Leclerc said “all interactions [had] 
been very peaceful and respectful,” 
and that mine operations were fully 
shut down for a good portion of the 
day. As of Wednesday morning, the ac-
tivists were still positioned at the site.

Oil sands, also known as tar sands, 
are naturally occurring mixtures of clay 
or sand, water and bitumen, which is a 
very dense form of petroleum, and are 
found in very large quantities in Ven-
ezuela and Canada. The protest took 
place on the eve of Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper and US President Barack 
Obama’s meeting to talk about climate 
change policy.

“The global threat [of] climate 
change is pretty damn huge,” said 
Leclerc. “Tar sands use two to three 
times as much energy to extract 
conventional oil and is one of the 
fastest growing source of emissions 
in Canada, and basically we feel that 
tar sands have no place in the clean 
energy future.”

Amanda Wood, a volunteer 
for Greenpeace Vancouver, said 
that their protest was to send the 
message, “we’re not going to take 
inaction” to Obama and Harper, 
especially since that there is a UN 
climate conference in Copenhagen 
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stopped the talks from making prog-
ress two years in a row.

“Canadian citizens have really been 
trying to get our government to stop 
developing the tar sands, especially be-
cause it’s really causing Canada not to 
meet its commitments under Kyoto,” 
she said.

Constable Karolina Malik of the Fort 
McMurray detachment of the RCMP, 
said that their role was to just assist 
Albian Sands with their security, to 
develop communication with the activ-
ists and keep the peace.

“It’s basically up to the company,” 
said Malik on whether charges 
should be pressed, “they decide what 
they want done.” She said that this 
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disturbed the peace in Fort McMur-
ray. On July 24, 2008, Greenpeace 
activists were charged with a viola-
tion for trespassing the Syncrude 
Aurora Oil Sands mine that resulted 
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To raise awareness for their cause, 
Greenpeace kept up an active Twit-
ter feed. At 12:03pm on Wednesday, 
Greenpeace posted, “The waiting 
game, all are tired, food is low but 
spirits high despite poor result from 
Obama+Harper meeting.”

“It would be nice to have Harper 
and Obama take leadership and stop 
buying oil from the tar sands and actu-
ally switch to green energy sources,” 
said Wood. U

Students: “We’re not going to take inaction”
UBC Greenpeace activists block oil sands mine in Fort McMurray, Alberta
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“...we were able to 
board a giant basically 
two-storey dump 
truck and a tractor 
that looks to be about 
thee stories high. We 
have activists on that 
as well.”

—Christine Leclerc, 
Activist

“Tar sands use two to three times as much 
energy to extract conventional oil and 
is one of the fastest growing source of 
emissions in Canada, and basically we feel 
that tar sands have no place in the clean 
energy future.”

—Christine Leclerc, 
Activist

These photos, released by Green-
peace, illustrate the current protest 
in which a number of UBC students 
are involved. The top and left pho-
tos depict two of the trucks that the 
activists were able to board and com-
mandeer. The photo second from the 
top is an overhead shot of the protest, 
which took place in an open pit mine.  
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