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“My name is Hwi Lee. With guilt and 
shame, I truly would like to apologize 
for causing a great public distur-
bance and distress to all students, 
faculties and staff at UBC. I am ter-
ribly sorry that my actions made so 
many people feel uneasy and scary 
at a place where a safe learning envi-
ronment is to be taken for granted.”

So begins Hwi Lee’s apology letter 
to UBC. Over one and a half years 
later, the then 19-year-old UBC stu-
dent still feels remorse for threats he 
made to UBC.

On January 30, 2008, UBC Cam-
pus Security received an e-mail 
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the Biological Sciences building. 
RCMP Staff Sargeant Kevin Kenna 
said that the original threat was 
from an individual who said he 
was going to cause harm to him-
self and others.
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acted quickly to place the building on 
“lockdown,” meaning that no person 
could enter or exit the building. Up to 
1000 students and faculty were stuck 
inside the building for at least three 
hours, some longer, as the RCMP’s 
ERT, the equivalent to the American 
SWAT team, slowly allowed students 
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threat was sent a week later, causing 
the cancellation of all classes in the 
BioSciences Building.

A month later, Lee was arrested 
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veillance after the two e-mails he 
sent were traced to a computer in 
the SUB. What followed was months 
of trials and hardship as Lee went to 
court. In April 2009 he was charged 
with counts of mischief and uttering 
threats, and was released from jail 
on strict conditions: he is not allowed 

to visit UBC, and he served a one-year 
conditional sentence that included 
50 hours of community service, a 
10pm curfew for 6 months and he 
had to write a letter to the editor of 
The Ubyssey.

“The whole thing went very well 
from my perspective,” said Kenna, 
“and we worked together and got 
to the bottom line and ended up 
with [the person] who was making 
the threats. So I think that kind 
of eased everybody’s mind in the 
end—there’s nothing left hanging in 
the air.”

Lee immigrated to Canada from 
South Korea and graduated from 
Gleneagle Secondary School in 
Coquitlam. He attended UBC to 
study science. His classmates called 
him “the smartest kid in school,” 
and he placed high in Euclid math 
competitions. 

He has an intense fear of public 
speaking, and told the court that he 
sent the e-mails in hope that his class 
would be cancelled so that he could 
avoid giving an oral presentation. A 
high school friend of Lee’s told CBC 
News that he was under a lot of pres-
sure at home to become a doctor.

Pamela Hart, president of a Van-
couver-based company called Raise 
Your Voice, offered Lee free public 
speaking lessons shortly after his 
sentencing. Raise Your Voice special-
izes in public speaking and presenta-
tion skills training. 

Hart told The Ubyssey that she was 
touched by Lee’s story.

“I felt so much compassion for 
him,” she said. “When I read his 
story it was so touching, the pressure 
he was under, how much work he’d 
been doing to try and get to where 
he had gotten and what he had 
accomplished.”

Hart said that Lee’s case was not 
uncommon.

“What he faced is not uncommon 

for students, for business people...
many people have an incredible fear 
of speaking in public, being able to 
articulate their ideas and organize 
their thoughts. And especially be-
cause a lot of my clients are people 
with [English as a Second Language 
(ESL)], I felt a real compassion for 
him.”

Lee did not take Hart up on her 
offer. She said that his lawyer in-

formed her that Lee was “taking time 
off” from everything. She hopes that 
he will eventually accept her offer. 
The Ubyssey’s efforts to get a hold of 
Lee were unsuccessful as calls to his 
supervisor went unanswered.

“I’m hoping that since he’s going 
to be going back to school this fall...I 
would hope that he will eventually 
be able to take me up on that,” she 
said. U

Quotes about the Biological Sciences 

building incident of January 2008:

On being kept inside the building:

“I was at my computer and then 
someone knocked on my door, tell-
ing us that we need to keep it locked 
until someone came by and gave us a 
password telling us it was okay.”

—Renny Lee, 

Biology MA 4 

February 2008

“I didn’t know what was going on...
and that was frightening because I 
had no idea what was going on...[I 
started thinking,] ‘If someone came 
in right now, if they had a gun, what 

would I do, where would I go, where 
can I hide?’”

—Alannah Hardy, 

Cell Biology and Genetics 4

On being kept in the dark:

“Honestly, it was more sort of inter-
esting. We didn’t really know what 
was going on...I would say I really 
felt scared when they were actually 
escorting us out.”

—Celeste Leander,

Biological Sciences instructor 
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things of that kind [that cause build-
ing shutdowns]. It’s not usually the 
case that we see a police situation....

So it’s obviously something more se-
vere than what it would normally be. 
But that’s all I know, I haven’t been 
told anything.”

—Wayne Goodey, 

Biology professor, 

February 2008

On the aftermath of the incident:

“It was very scary. One of the direct 
consequences for me was that I 
taught in that building the very next 
morning at 8am. And I had students 
immediately e-mailing me, saying ‘I 
don’t want to come in the building.’”

—Celeste Leander

Biological Sciences instructor 

“The whole thing went very well from 
my perspective, and we worked to-
gether and got to the bottom line and 
ended up with [the person] who was 
making the threats. [T]hat kind of 
eased everybody’s mind in the end, 
there’s nothing left hanging in the air.”

—Staff Sargeant Kevin Kenna, 

UBC RCMP detachment

On Hwi Lee:

“I felt so much compassion for 
him....the pressure he was under, 
how much work he’d been doing to 
try and get to where he had gotten 
and what he had accomplished.”

—Pamela Hart, 

President of Raise Your Voice

Editor’s Note: This is the unedited ver-

sion of Hwi Lee’s apology letter. Under 

court order, Lee was told to write a 

letter describing his feelings about his 

actions and court procedures.

Dear Editor of Ubyssey (all citizens 
of UBC),

My name is Hwi Lee. With guilt and 
shame, I truly would like to apologize 
for causing a great public distur-
bance and distress to all students, 
faculties and staff at UBC. I am ter-
ribly sorry that my actions made so 
many people feel uneasy and scary 
at a place where a safe learning en-
vironment is to be taken for granted. 
I am ashamed of my actions; they 
were wrong and irrational. I harshly 
blame myself for all that I caused. I 
feel so guilty and remorseful that I 
am not sure how I should apologize. 
I am deeply sorry.
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ing out of my childlike and immature 
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guilt and fear. Unfortunately, however, 
having been the extremely self-driven 
and obsessive person with a lack of 
mature and thoughtful mind that I 
was, I was once again singularly preoc-
cupied with the same chidish and irra-
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recall how I had shuddered with guilt 
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what a huge mischief my wrongdoings 
had been to everyone. Since then, my 
agony mixed with guilt and sorry grew 
deeper and deeper, and it was too late 
when I realized that there was nothing 
I could do to take things back to where 
they had been.

As I was arrested and made court 
appearances, thereafter, I felt more 
and more guilty, ashamed and sorry 
to everyone. Day by day, my feeling 
of guilt and remorse deepened, and 
turned into a feeling of heavy grief, as 
it kept penetrating my heart that those 
affected by me were my classmates/
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to breathe and study together, pro-
fessors whom I respected, and other 
staff at UBC, the university which I 
was proud of becoming part of and 
which I felt strongly attached to. As I 
was being brought to justice, I had a 
greater fear than the fear of the legal 
punishment; I feared and still fear the 
most that I would be looked upon as 
the person who had a hatred or any 
other bad feelings towards the univer-
sity and/or anyone at the university.

The last one and a half years since 
I committed my fault has been a 
devastating experience to me. Seeing 
myself able to do nothing but to stay 
home and wait for the time to pass. I 
have lived with the fear that I would 
become completely isolated from so-
ciety for the rest of my life ahead.

Despite my fault, I loved and still 
love the UBC. Several times a day, I 
recall and miss every trace of my days 
on campus. I may not be deserved 
to, or it may be too impudent of me 
to have a wish; though, when I go to 
sleep every night, I dream of myself 
riding on 99 B-line bus on its way to 
the UBC campus.

I may not ever be able to attend 
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of you to understand that the motive 
of my mistake was solely out of my 
*==%!@#$& '$,+'"6$''9& F$8$#!"$,$'';&
I like to deliver my feeling of repen-
tance that I have lived with since I 
made my error. From the bottom of 
my heart, I beg forgiveness from each 
and every one at UBC

—HWI LEE

WHAT IS A LOCKDOWN?

A lockdown is an emergency pro-
cedure that is intended to protect 
and secure those who are in prox-
imity of an immediate threat. It 
is used when evacuating those in 
danger from a building would be 
more dangerous than having them 
stay inside. Emergency personnel 
can better handle and contain 
threats this way. Those in the 
building are instructed to remain 
inside and await escort from emer-
gency personnel.

Catherine Christensen, liaison 
for the department of Health, 
Safety and Environment at UBC, 
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lockdown protocols following the 
incident at the Biological Sciences 
building in the fall of 2008.

WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF A 
LOCKDOWN

Do not open the door once it 
has been secured until you are 
instructed to do so by emergency 
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password will be used by emer-
gency personnel to alert secured 
individuals.

Do not use or hide in wash-
rooms, where there are no alter-

nate doors or windows, few hiding 
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Do not travel down long cor-
ridors or hallways. They offer lim-
ited areas of refuge.

Do not assemble in large open 
areas. They have limited hiding 
spaces and lack of lockable doors.

Do not call 911 unless you 
have immediate concern for your 
safety.
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main where you are until further 
instructed over a PA or portable 
loudspeaker.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES AT 
UBC

UBC has procedures and provi-
sions in place for a number of 
different emergency situations, 
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lockdown and bomb threat. They 
have a text messaging system to 
notify students of an emergency. 
The university uses the BC Emer-
gency Response Management 
System as a framework to respond 
to emergencies.

UBC has also staged an annual 
emergency exercise each June 
since 1993. More information on 
UBC’s emergency procedures can 
be found at emergency.ubc.ca. 

LOCKDOWN PROCEDURES AT UBC

Lee’s apology Looking back at the BioSciences threat
Public speaking coach reaches out to implicated teenager

RE S P O N S E S

JANUARY 30, 2008:  
Hwi Lee sends the first e-mail threat 
to UBC. The BioSciences building is 
locked down.

FEBRUARY 6, 2008:
Lee sends the second e-mail threat to UBC.

FEBRUARY 29, 2008: 
Lee is arrested after he is identified on surveil-
lance cameras in the SUB. He pleaded guilty to 
two charges of uttering threats and two charges 
of mischief.

MARCH 20, 2008–APRIL 28, 2009:
Lee makes several court appearances.

APRIL 28, 2009: 
Lee receives a one-year conditional sen-
tence that includes a six-month curfew and 
writing a letter to The Ubyssey.

MAY 20, 2009:
Lee’s letter is sent to The Ubyssey.

For more information on the BioSci story, visit ubyssey.ca/multimedia.

President’s Fund expenditures authorized by AMS Council (requires a 2/3 majority):

May 30, 2007: $15,000 Redesigning the AMS website
September 12, 2007: $30,000 Hiring recruiting firm to find new General Manager
February 27, 2008: $6371 New catalogue for AMS art collection
March 25, 2009: $11,000 Great Farm Trek

March 25, 2009: $25,000 Hiring recruiting firm to find Human Resources manager
May 6, 2009: $35,062.04 Arts County Fair debt
September 2, 2009: $9055 Lobby Days

Read up on the origins of the President’s Fund on Page 4.


