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James Blunt plays in a grey suit at GM Place. DAVID ZHANG PHOTO/THE UBYSSEY
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James Blunt created an intimate 
and nostalgic atmosphere Mon-
day night, starting his Canadian 
tour at GM Place. 

Blunt played songs from both 
of his albums, Back to Bedlam 
and his latest, All the Lost Souls. 
His musical style was reflected 
in his appearance and stage pres-
ence. The British crooner came on 
stage wearing a grey suit, with his 
bandmates dressed likewise, and 
it seemed like they were playing 
on American Bandstand. As they 
played their first few songs, one 
of which was the radio hit “Wise-
men,” screens behind displayed a 
mix of close-ups of Blunt and his 
bandmates. 

Blunt’s style is reminiscent 
of an older time: a mix of raw 
sound, clear instrumentation with 
few synthesizers, and simple, de-
finitive beats. Tempo changes and 
variations in pitch give his songs a 
more modern style, such as in “So 
Long, Jimmy.” 

The crowd seemed to skew to 
the older segment of his fan base. 
But everyone, young and old, 
joined in on hits such as “You’re 
Beautiful,” and “High.” Blunt 
talked about a few songs, introduc-
ing “No Bravery,” a song that was 

inspired by things he experienced 
from his time in war-torn Kosovo. 
He jokingly apologized for a string 
of “depressing songs,” then said 
“Give Me Some Love” was “a song 
about drugs,” and indeed it was, 
referring to Valium: “Why don’t 
you give me some love?/I’ve taken 
ship-load of drugs/I’m so tired of 
never fixing the pain.” 

A highlight of the night was the 
song “Shine On.” Green lasers shot 
across the vast stadium, reaching 
all the way to the other side. Other 
songs made the large arena seem 
small; for “Goodbye My Lover,” 
Blunt made his way through the 
crowd to a piano on a platform on 
the other side of the arena. People 
crowded around him as he sang 
the intimate lyrics. 

Blunt finished off his set with 
“1973.” Since the song is about 
a girl who grew up in the disco 
era, mirror balls rotated above 
the audience and the screens 
behind the stage played psyche-
delic images. 

At the end of the night, Blunt 
displayed photos of spectators 
who attended his concerts all over 
North America, to a standing ova-
tion. He took a photo with a digital 
camera of the crowd, telling us all 
to “Say sausages!” The night was a 
lasting memory for both Blunt and 
the crowd.  U

Blunt brings Brit beat
Crooner lights up GM Place 
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